
 
 
April 6, 2020 
 
The Honorable John Sarbanes 
2370 Rayburn House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C., 20515 
 

The Honorable Jamie Raskin 
412 Cannon House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C., 20515 

The Honorable David Trone 
1213 Longworth House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C., 20515 
 
Dear Reps. Raskin, Sarbanes and Trone, 
 
We are writing to encourage you and House leadership to reconvene the House in a 
commonsense way that keeps members safe while conducting much needed oversight of the 
Trump administration. We were surprised at a recent article citing members of Congress saying 
that Congress may be out of session through April 20, and possibly longer.1 For the good of the 
country, Congress must reconvene as soon as possible.   
 
We recognize that reconvening Congress could put members in harm’s way, but the severe 
public health emergency and economic collapse that the United States is facing are 
unprecedented. The spread of COVID-19 across the country has shut down the nation’s 
economy and threatens the lives of possibly hundreds of thousands of people. The country 
needs leadership, and President Trump is clearly not up to the task. Rather, Trump uses his 
daily briefings to lie to the American people while administration officials blindly praise Trump 
for is ineffectual leadership. 
 
It falls to Congress to provide the leadership Americans need in this time of crisis. With over 90 
percent of Americans already practicing physical distancing, we do not need Congress to lead 
by example and stay home.2 We need leaders who will tell the American people the truth about 
COVID-19 and what the federal government is doing to help them. Furthermore, we need 
Congress to ensure the administration is faithfully responding to the states’ calls for help.3 
 

 
1 POLITICO. Congress eyes avoiding Washington for at least a month. March 30, 2020. 
2 The Hill. Poll: Nearly 90 percent say they are practicing social distancing ‘as much as possible’. March 27, 2020. 
3 The Washington Post. Larry Hogan and Gretchen Whitmer: What governors need from Washington during this 
health emergency. March 30, 2020. 



 

We applaud Speaker Pelosi’s commitment to create a House committee to oversee the Trump 
administration’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.4 The House must reconvene in order to 
empanel this committee, and it is critical that this committee begin its work as soon as possible 
to shine a bright light on the incompetence, missteps and abuses of the Trump administration. 
 
Congress recently passed the CARES Act, a $2.2 trillion bill to serve as a lifeline for Americans 
struggling in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.5 In this bill, the Trump administration was 
given huge sums of taxpayer dollars to dispense as it sees fit. The House must conduct rigorous 
oversight of administration activities related to the CARES Act, especially in light of President 
Trump’s outright refusal to comply with parts of the law that mandate oversight.6 
 
President Trump was impeached in December for his abuse of presidential powers for personal 
benefit.7 As was presciently predicted in the many impeachment hearings, Trump has again 
abused his power during the COVID-19 pandemic by indicating that U.S. governors must praise 
him before the federal government will work with them on the pandemic.8 This is 
unconscionable. The House must launch immediate investigations into the administration’s 
actions as it relates to the disbursement of federal supplies to states. 
 
Most epidemiologists and public health experts agree that massive, widespread testing is one 
of the key components for a national recovery from COVID-19. However, the Trump 
administration failed to ramp up testing for coronavirus when it was widely understood this 
could become a global pandemic.9 This failure, as well as the failure to deliver on large numbers 
of tests as promised by Vice President Pence and others, should be investigated as well.10  
 
These are but a few examples of Trump’s maladministration of the federal government, and 
new stories emerge on a regular basis. Beyond coronavirus issues, Congress must still delve into 
Trump’s political interference in judicial proceedings11, the purging of career staffers involved in 
the Ukraine scandal12, a supposed loyalty purge across the U.S. government13, and the many 
other egregious and wrong actions taken by this administration. 
 

 
4 NBC News. Pelosi forming House committee to investigate the coronavirus outbreak. April 2, 2020. 
5 The Washington Post. House leaders seek to expedite emergency aid package amid uncertainty about GOP 
lawmaker delaying measure. March 26, 2020. 
6 The Washington Post. Trump takes immediate step to try to curb new inspector general’s autonomy, as battle 
over stimulus oversight begins. March 28, 2020. 
7 The Associated Press. President Donald Trump impeached by US House, 3rd in history. December 18, 2020. 
8 The Intercept. In Exchange for Aid, Trump Wants Praise From Governors He Can Use in Campaign Ads. March 28, 
2020. 
9 The New York Times. The Lost Month: How a Failure to Test Blinded the U.S. to Covid-19. March 28, 2020. 
10 CBS News. Government promises 4 million coronavirus tests by next week. What comes next? March 6, 2020. 
11 Vox. The fiasco at Bill Barr’s Justice Department, explained. February 13, 2020. 
12 Business Insider. 'He's trying to muzzle everyone': National security veterans were shaken by Trump's decision to 
'purge' witnesses who testified against him. February 7, 2020. 
13 MSNBC. White House ‘purge’ campaign hunts for those lacking loyalty to Trump. February 24, 2020. 



 

The typical work of Congress involves physically close, personal interactions that violate the 
CDC guidelines on physical distancing to slow the spread of COVID-19. Furthermore, several 
members of Congress have contracted COVID-19 and a large number of members of Congress 
are in high-risk categories for having serious complications with COVID-19 infection. 
 
Nevertheless, there are a variety of technological tools and physical distancing measures 
Congress could use that are effective and ensure members and witnesses are present, virtually 
or in person, for committee hearings. It is critical Congress begin implementing these measures 
and come back to work. Only with proper oversight and pressure from a Congress truly invested 
in ending the COVID-19 crisis can we ensure the Trump administration will work on behalf of all 
Americans. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christopher L. Pickett, Ph.D. 
Executive Director, Indivisible Montgomery 


